I have lately been making some inquiries as to the influence on the health of animals, of exposure for a long time to air rendered impure by the diffusion through it of emanations from sewers.
The full details of these experiments are recorded elsewhere*; but, as the subject has The other ends of the gutta percha tubes were in the small room, and were so constructed that they could be opened or closed at pleasure. per cent, of that gas.
The effects were mainly referrible to impeded respiration, but in one instance diarrhoea was the result.
From the history of these experiments, few as they are, much useful information is attainable.
They have brought before us the effects of the compound impure cesspool atmosphere : and they have shown the specific influence of certain particular gaseous poisons, which alone, or in company, emanate from the cesspool, and the decomposing vegetable heap, to pollute filthy localities.
In the first place, it cannot be doubted that cesspool emanations are, when steadily inhaled, poisonous. The dogs subjected to the cesspool air were all affected more or less. The symptoms were those of intestinal derangement followed by * I have made six other experiments with sulphide of ammonium, but the results are so similar that it would be repetition to record them. prostration, heat of the surface of the body, distaste for food, and those general signs which mark the milder forms of continued fever common to the dirty and ill-ventilated homes of the lower classes of men.
The peculiar poisonous action of sulphuretted hydrogen is well illustrated in these experiments. It will be observed that the symptoms produced even by the same dose differed in degree in different animals of the same class, the one animal dying from the effects of a dose which was insufficient to do more in the other than produce dangerous symptoms.
The symptoms arising from sulphuretted hydrogen are well marked, and may be considered specific. Vomiting and diarrhoea are the first and most prominent symptoms. The latter is painful; the vomiting is difficult and exhausting, and eventually there is insensibility and entire prostration. When the dose of the poison is at first very large, the prostration and the insensibility are immediate.
The pathology following such poisoning is definite. If the death take place quickly, the pathological evidence is the evidence of asphyxia; if the poison is long breathed in diluted dose, the pathology is modified, the fibrine of the blood is separated, and the heart is slowly clogged up with fibrinous depositions. 
